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REVIEW  

Sex is about touch, but the erotic is of the mind. Kathryn Jordan’s erotic novel, Hot Water, shares the legacy of 
the grandmother of all erotic literature, the ancient Greek poet, Sappho. With her novel, Hot Water, Kathryn 
Jordan can also expect a long literary career. Briefly stated, it is the story of a woman in her mid-forties, who, in 
breaking out of her mundane world, takes a weekend trip to the luxury of a “Wellness” Resort in Desert Hot 
Springs, California. To finally live out long suppressed erotic fantasies, she hires a male escort. Using assumed 
names, the two become closer and more involved during their relationship than either intended. In this novel, 
Kathryn Jordan has refined a fluid and womanly language that envelopes us like the warm waters of the natural 
hot springs where the story takes place. She fluctuates between the dream world and reality moving smoothly 
between the point of view of Julia and William. One sometimes wonders if the philosophical concepts are there to 
serve Kathryn Jordan, but this certainly adds depth and in no way stops the reader. At first their luck seems 
perfect, but eventually both Julia and William are faced with decisions that will change their lives. This is a novel 
you should definitely take your time with, then share with a friend so you can discuss it together later. 
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